
Advanced Placement Biology 
2020-2021 Course Description and Policies 

 

Instructor:   Lisa Rodgers    Office:  L313 
Email:   lrodgers2@cherrycreekschools.org   

*E-mail is the preferred method of communication. Thanks! 
Textbook: Urry, Lisa A., et al. Campbell Biology in Focus. Boston: Pearson Benjamin Cummings, 

2014. 
Other resources:  

• Student workbook, a compilation of original work with components of the following: 
o The College Board. AP Biology Investigative Labs, An Inquiry-Based Approach. New York: The 

College Board, 2012. 
o Holtzclaw, Fred and Knapp Holtzclaw, Theresa. Pearson Active Reading Guide. 4th Edition. 

Boston: Pearson Benjamin Cummings. 2011. 
o Heitz, Jean and Giffen, Cynthia.  Practicing Biology. Boston:  Pearson Benjamin Cummings. 2008. 
o Trout, Laura. Process Oriented Guided Inquiry Learning (POGIL) Activities for AP Biology. Flinn 

Scientific, Inc., 2012. 
Strongly recommend for purchase from the textbook publisher: 

• Holtzclaw, Fred and Knapp Holtzclaw, Theresa. Pearson Education Test Prep Series for AP Biology. 
Boston. Pearson, 2014. ISBN 978-0133458145. (or 2020, updated edition) 

Other supplies:  A three ring-binder, blank lined paper, red pen, blue or black pen, pencil, highlighter, 
graphing calculator. 

Course information: 1 year, 1 credit; weighted 
Prerequisites: One year or equivalent of both of high school level Biology and Chemistry. 
Course description:  AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course. The 
curriculum for this class is the College Board Advanced Placement Biology curriculum. Units of study include: 
Inquiry, Biostatistics, & the Chemistry of Life; Cell Structure & Function; Cellular Energetics; Cell Cycle & Cell 
Communication; Inheritance; Gene Expression & Regulation; Natural Selection & Evolution; and Ecology. In 
addition to content, an emphasis is placed on scientific skills, and learning to think like a Biologist. This course 
differs significantly from a high school course with respect to the quantity and type of laboratory work done and 
the time and effort of the student outside of class. The expectation is that students take the AP exam at the end 
of this course. Due to the advanced nature, accelerated pace, and considerable workload outside of class time, 
grades will be weighted. 
 
The course for which you have enrolled has been redesigned by College Board to provide a clear and detailed 
description of the course requirements necessary for your success; it specifies what students must know, be 
able to do, an understand in order to be successful on the exam in May.  The course framework includes two 
essential components: (1) Science Practices and (2) Course Content. While the expectations of content should 
not come as a surprise, the expectation of science practices – ways to think like a biologist – are probably new 
for most students. The science practices are central to the study and practice of biology, regardless of the 
specific content being covered. Students should develop and apply the practices on a regular basis over the span 
of the course.  
 
To provide students with many opportunities to immerse themselves in science practices, we will spend at least 
25% of our instructional time engaged in student-directed laboratory experiments.  Whenever possible, lab work 
will include an “inquiry” component where students work to answer questions through collecting and analyzing 
data. In each lab, we will reinforce several of the science practices – these are skills the College Board has 
specified that a highly qualified AP Biology student can do.  Ultimately, this is a course more focused on the 
“how” than the “what” of biology; unlike CP or Honors Biology, where your work focused on content, this is a 
course about thinking like a biologist.  



AP Biology Policies 
 
A note about COVID-19:  I am typically the sort of teacher that has the school year planned out and organized 
with procedures established for everything under the sun. The reality is that there are so many unknowns this 
year that both students and teachers will need to be flexible to the changing situation. Thus, the policies written 
here are more general in nature so that I have the flexibility to adjust our approach to the course if/when our 
situation changes over the school year. 
 
Student Expectations: 
At all times be a positive contributor to the learning environment, be that in person or online: 

• Refrain from side conversations during time that I am lecturing or presenting information. 

• Be on time to class and prepared to participate actively every day. 

• Be attentive to safety at all times, even when we are not actively working on a lab. 

• Respect, listen to, and support your peers.  Making someone feel badly about himself or herself because 
they don’t “get” something will not be tolerated. 

• Many labs will be completed in groups. Be a responsible group member, contributing equally to tasks. 

• Do not lie or cheat. Ever. I can respect and understand homework not being completed, late work, and 
even poor performance because of being stretched too thin. Lying and cheating, though, are inexcusable 
moral indiscretions that will result in a loss of my trust and respect and (less importantly) a dean’s 
referral and probable consequences to your grade. 

• Exhibit adult behavior: no earbuds are to be worn in class, quietly excuse yourself if you need to send or 
receive a text message in the hallway, make a phone call, go to the bathroom, etc. Do not make a habit 
of this. Use your passing period to attend to personal business. 

 
Grading Policy:  
While many formative assignments (AKA practice work) will be reported in PowerSchool, only Summative 
Assessments will be used in determining your final grade. Summative Assessments may include labs, quizzes, 
take home written work, and exams.  

80% (fall) / 75% (spring) Total Summative points 
20% (fall) / 25% (spring) Final Exam  
 

Note that I do not round grades – PowerSchool automatically calculates your grade to hundredths of a percent 
and I will not override it. A 90.00% is an A-; 89.99% is a B+.  It is my objective to match up your semester grade 
to the score you earn on our AP Exam in May such that a student earning an A in the course should earn a 5 on 
the exam, a B would correspond with a 4, and so forth.  
 
Retakes/Grade Improvement: 
Historically, I have provided students an opportunity to retake or complete partial-credit corrections to any 
closed-note assessment.  That will be my goal this year; however, since there are so many unknowns I can’t 
really establish any procedures or guidelines at this time.  I have not offered retakes on open note/take home 
assessments in the past, and will not this year, either. 
 
Late Work:  
Each student may turn in one late summative assignment with no penalty. Thereafter, late work is penalized 
10% per school day (not per class period!), up to a maximum deduction of 30%. Students who have no late work 
for the entire semester are allowed to drop one lab or quiz from their grade.  
 
Science Department Advanced Placement Grade Change Policy: 
All Advanced Placement courses offered in the Science Department follow the same grade change policy: 
Students who take the College Board administered Advanced Placement exam may earn a grade improvement 



for both fall and spring semesters so long as the student has no missing summative/calculating assignments, 
including, but not limited to: labs, quizzes, and tests. Scores of 4 and 5 will improve semester grades to B’s. 
Scores of 3 will improve semester grades to C’s. Scores of 2 will improve semester grades to D’s. Grades will 
never be decreased because of the AP exam score. Also, note that a student found to be in violation of 
Grandview’s Academic Integrity/Honor Code at any point throughout the course is not eligible for a grade 
change based on AP Exam performance. 
  Rationale: While the College Board administered AP exam is a summative measure of a full year of 
learning, it cannot comprehensively measure all units of study due to time limitations. Similarly, your course 
grade also represents achievement and mastery of laboratory skills that cannot be measured by a paper and 
pencil exam. Thus, a grade of A must be earned through consistent achievement and demonstrations of mastery 
throughout the year, not only on the culminating exam. 
 
Attendance and Absent Work: 
The first and simplest path to success involves regular, punctual attendance and participation in class – be that 
whether we are meeting in person or virtually. This is required for successful mastery of the sequential concepts 
that are going to be covered. One day builds on the next. Please make every attempt to schedule all 
appointments at times that do not conflict with class. As a lab based course, much of our work will involve 
scientific laboratories. Generally, labs can be made up using the “absent data” provided on Schoology.  
 
Formative Work Policy: 
Formative work is crucial to your success in my class: it is your opportunity for penalty-free practice with difficult 
concepts. It assigned to help you practice the reasoning and critical thinking skills that are necessary for your 
success, and for you to get feedback about your progress toward our learning goals. I expect you do to your best 
work on all formative work, and you should expect me to support you in learning through this process. Answer 
keys to nearly all formative work are available for students to use to self-assess their progress once they have 
completed the assignment. STAY AWAY FROM GOOGLE – temping as it is, Google is more often misleading than 
helpful and while Google will often yield the correct answer, it will prevent you from engaging in the necessary 
thinking processes required for you to demonstrate success on summative assessments. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
Your assignments are your responsibility and should always be kept in your possession.  Copied assignments will 
be considered cheating for all participants involved.  As a good rule, if someone asks for help, they are not asking 
to see or use your assignment. “Helping” involves a conversation centered on one student’s work product. 
“Cheating” involves two students’ work products. You should never relinquish control of your work to another 
student! This includes sending/texting pictures of your work to other students. Be smart! 
 
Letters of Recommendation: 
I think you are fantastic! However, I do not write letters of recommendation for students until they have 
completed at least one semester of AP Biology and earned at least a B+. Additionally, I will write only one letter 
for each scholarship/internship/etc., per year.  So if you’d like a letter from me, ask early, and be sure to give me 
at least 10 days of school to get it submitted.   
 
Focus on Learning:  
You are not your grade. While you should take pride in working hard to achieve academic success, success or 
failure on an assignment or exam says nothing about you as a person or your future success in the field of 
biology.  Use academic disappointment as an opportunity for reflection, learning, and personal growth.   
  


